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Church of England 


Free from the Imputation 


OF 


POPERY.:. 


Diſſeaters from it, requiring not much of Learning 7 1mpws: 
or Speculation ;, it might well ſeem to be no difficult ©": 


T HE Caſe between the Church of England and the 


matter to ſee into the bottom of it, and clear the difference. 
And indeed the Duty of Obedience in things indifferent, and 
the obligation of each Chriſtian to preſerve the Unity of the 
Church are ſo convincing, and the Expedience of ſome Ce- 
remonies in general, and the Innocence of ours in particular 
ſo plain ; that the Reconciliation of our {Brethren to us, up- 
on the view of our Reaſons, and the Anſwers we have given 
to their Scruples, might be eaſily expeted ; were there not 
ſome General Prejudice upon the minds of otherwiſe well- 
diſpoſed men, that like an interpoſing miſt, either diverts the 
light that would otherwiſe come in, or lets it not appear in its 
own colour. 


And this ſeems to be no other than the'Opinion many men 
haye been poſleſt with, that our Worſhip is Popery ; and 
| B that 


[2] 
that to return to our Communion is to make a ſtep towards 
Rome, to joyn company with taoſe that are thither. 
For this conceit once entertain'd, a Miniſter of the Church 
of Englandis a diſguiſed Emiffary of the Romsſb Church ; and 
all the nts ard Perſwaſions he offers for Conformity, 
are receiv'd no better, than if he was endeavouring to per- 
vert to the Papal Superſtition. If we ſpeak to them of the 
Cemmon Prayer they think of the Maſs; and while we 
difrourſe to them of the firnefs and lawfulneſs of kneeling 
at the Communion , they imagine nothing elſe but the 
Worſhip of the Hoſt, and the Doctrine of Tranſubſtag- 
tiation. 


By whoſe Malice and Artifice ſoever this Prejudice has 
been rais'd and cheriſh'd; they, we muſt confeſs, have gain'd 
their point by it. They have ſtopt the Ears, and blinded the 
Eyes @-thgie that otherwiſe would know the roice of their 
Brethregg/ The Averſion of the peoplyg. —_— raiſed 
agai pery, they have had the'skill wp againſt the 
beft Church of the Reformation: And they 

ave had the pleaſure to put her under the molt ſenfible affli- 
ion of Lying uader an imputation ſhe ſo much abhors, and 
hearing her ſelf reckon'd amongſt thoſe ſhe has fo openly and 
id jaftly condemn'd. 


None caa be ignoragpt how far this Prejudice has prevail'd, 
ang with what faccefs; tho? indeed. it is 2 conceit fo unlikely 
and. inconſiſtent, ' that we might well expect no rational 
perſon ſhould have entertain'd it : And did not Popery let 
us know what grofs abſurdities may find credit with the ig- 
norait, it would be very bard to imagine how any belief 
ſhould be given to fuch an impoſſibilicy, T canſubſtantiation 
ic feff being as conceivable > hide, as that a Proteſtant, 
reatly of our Church, ſhould be a P<piſt too; and any other 
contradittion as eaſily reconcil'd as that, 


Neither can they fairly objet Ignorance and an Implicite 
Belief to the Papiſts, who know ſo little the conſtitution of 
the Proteſtant Religion, as not to ſee ic in our Church z and 
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who reſign themſelves to their Teachers fo far, as with the 


fame credulity to call our Church Popiſh, with which the 
Papiſts are taught to call it Heretical, 


So Cauſeleſs, I hope, and Groundleſs will this miſchievous 
Calumny appear to all thoſe that ſhall conſider ; and all thoſe 
who will be willing to conſider, that do not wilfully chuſe 
a miſtake ſo ſcandalouſly unjuſt to a great Reform'd Church, 
and fo deſtructive and ruinous to the whole Reformation. 
As therefore they would nct be found ignorant of the Religi- 
on they profeſs ; as they would not continue ſo highly uncha- 
ritable to their Brethren ; nor be guilty of the Ruine of 
what they would be thought ſo much to contend for ; ifthere 
be in them any love of Truth, any care of Juſtice, any ten- 
derneſs of Conſcience, any concern for the publick cauſe 
_ our common Religion , let them think of theſe 

ngs. 


In the ficſt place therefore, to begin with the unceaſona- 
bleneſs in general of this Jealouſie wherewith fome men are 
Prepoſleſs'd > Who would not ſtand amaz'd to hear that 
Church ſtiPd Popiſh, the Purity of whoſe Faith has been 
declar'd fo expretsly, fo Illuſtriouſly atteſted and ſpoken of . 
through all the World ? Know they, or care they what they 
ſay, that ſay this of a Church, that has ſolemnly and poſi- 
tively diſown'd all the Uſurp'd Authority, and condemn'd all 
the falſe DoQrines of the Romun See, its Supremacy, infallibi- 
tity, Tranſubſtantiation, Idolatry of the Angels and Saints, 
Purgatory, Ce. that has not donethis in a corner, or ih' the 
ear, but proclaim'd it va tht Houſe top; that like a Ciry. fee 
upon a Hill, has been ashigh and eminent on the one fide, 
2s Rove it ſelf, with its ſeven boaſted Hills, has been on the 
other; and has as rematkably oppos'd: the Errors of: that 
Church,. as ever they had bectr adtraoc'd '?: What a new 
wonder muſt this be to the World, to hear the Church con- 
ſtituted dy. Cramrary and Ratiey, fecus'd of Popery; thiat Faith 
and Worſhip ſuſpected ro be ut-reform'd; which was - del 
rerd down tous by MIT this the! reward 
of a Chutch, whoſe Sons —_ —— 
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the &r4r, in their Lives, and:/by their Death; . wha have 
ſtill bora tie burden and heat of the day ; who have felt the 
fierceſt rage cf the Enemy, and have retusn'd them the dead- 
[ eit wweunds z who have ben foremoſt ſtil! in a!i encounters, 
a.: along in the [af age, and in ovr own, the famous and the 
Victoricus Champions of the Preteftant C-uſe ? 1f this Church, 
and theſe Men aiter the declaration made in our Articles, af- 
ter r<peated lubſcripuons ard abrenuntiations, after all this 
£calous oppclician cf Popcry, mult he yet ſulpeRed of Popery : 
2S wel on the other fide may the Necrecs of the Council of 
Trent be fatd ro comply with the Reformetion, and the ſope 
timſelf he thought a Proceſtanr. 


One woutd imagine from the ſuſpitions of thefe men that 
tradyce us, that there was fome fmall incooſiderable diffe- 
reancg betwixc the Papiſts an? us 3 ſomething that might eaſily 
be reconciPd : not that we differ as mich 'rom them, and in 
as ſubſtantial points, 2s thofe very perſons that complain. 
Fer let all che Harmony of Proteſtant Conf: ſons be conſult- 
ed, and fee if we are not of the Harmony, and our articles 
do not conſpire with theirs ; if ours are not as expreſs, and as 
direftly oppolite to the Reman Church if there can be 
a hopes of reconciling us, ſooner than of reconciling 
rem. 


For thoughthere are of the Proteſtants that retain not ſome 
indifferent Ceremonies which we have ; ( and that we might 
well do it you will ſee preſently ) yer it is to be ſuppos'd they 
would not ſtand out againſt the Reman: Church on that ac- 
count, if the reſt were well agreed : If they could once allow 
their Tranſubſtantiatien, Idolatry of Images,&c. If they could 
endure their Superſtitious Rites ; they would not ſtick at what 
—_— remain of a little Ancient Order and receiv'd Decency ; 
and were that all, would as ſoon return to Ree 2s We. 


Nothing can make an honeſt man ſuſpect our Chorch of 
Popery, but his Ignorance what Popery is. He may take all 
that to be Popiſh which the Papiftsdo and beheve; and pre- 
ſume thoſe guilty of their Superſticiens,: who-do .not: dilent, 
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to their whole Creed, and are not Nonconformiſts to their 
whole Practice; and iu his opinion the purgſt Church ofthe 
Reformation rult be that which is molt oppoſite to the 
Church of Reme. Bur he forgets then that the Church af 
Rome is Chriſtian, ſtul, though abominably corrupted ; that 
to run co: trary to her in oll things, muſt be to deny out Ged 
and Saviour ; that by this Rule we mult lay aſide their Scrip- 
ture as well astheir Traditions, ard ncither give alms, f:(f 
nOF Þ ay, becaule it iS the practice of that Chuch. He conſi- 
ders not that an Anti Papllt is in a much werle condition than 
the Papilt hin-ſelf; and thet it we taxe what the Pope pro- 
pcſes in givis and together, it 1s infiritely more dangerous to 
reject all, than to admit 1t. 


By Papery therefore can be meant r.othing, but the Cor- 
rvptions that Church has ſuſter'd, and the Ulurpations it bas 
advanc'd. For the Faith of that Church was once as far ſpo- 
ken of as now its Errors are; and had ſhe continued in thaz 
Purity, we cught to have been of her Communioa : and 
now we are to depart from her, no otherwiſe than ſhe ſhall 
be found to have departed from her (elf, to have varied from 
the Truth, and to have corrupted the Doctrine that was once 
deliver'd from the Saints. 


Now the Teſt whereby theſe Doctrines are to be examin'd 
whether they are Popiſh ( thatis, Corrupt, Yor no, is this, 
Whether or no they are Conſonant to the Holy Scriptures. 
This being the Common Principle and Touch-ſtone with 
all Proteſtants, That nothing is to' be Believ'd or Practic'd 
as Neceſſzry to Salvation, but what is contain'd in the 
Scripture; and that nothing is to be Eeliev'd or Pra- 
Ric'd in any manner whatſoever, that is contrariant to it, 
A Principle this is deliver'd to us with the New Teſta- 
ment, by the firſt Ages that Receiv'd and Tranſmitted 
it. By this teſt their Additional Traditionary Doctrines 
fall, their lafallibility proves the greateſt Falſity, ard their 
Hlimited Juriſdiction is cut off; the number of the Sacra- 
mentsjs retrench'd; their Worſhip of the Hoſt, of Images, 
Prayers16.Saints, for thoſe in Purgatory, or in an unknown 
x Tongue, 
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"Fongue are taken away ; whatever was impos'd as neceſſe- 
ry toSalvation ; and had no warrant from God's Word ; or 
was otherwiſe propos'd, and = repugnant to it. Such errors 
and corruptions you will find mark'd out in our Book of 
Articles, and there diſtintly condema'd. 


But tho? nothing is to be enjoyn'd as neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, but what God himſelf, the Author of our Salvation, 
has declar*d; yet we are not to think that no circumſtance is 
to be us'd in his ſervice, that he has not diſtindtly comman- 
ded: This being no Proteſtant Doctrine, but the greateſt Fal- 
ſity. Far then no Action that is even of neceſlity to be per- 
form'd could be perform'd, had not God preſcrib'd the Cir- 
cumſtancetoo. Whereas on the contrary there cannot be a 
plainer Truth than this in the World, that he who orders an 
Action to be perform'd, and orders no Circumſtance, muſt 
be ſuppos'd therefore to leave the choice of the Circumſtance 
to Diſcretion. And it is as clear, that in ſuch Caſes where 
in private we areleft to'our private choice, there in publick 
we are to be direfted by the publick diſcretion, the Election 
of the Superiours. Provided always that in both Caſes no 
circumſtance be us'd, that is contrary to the Intention of 
the Action, andthe Will of God. 


It was therefore in the Power of our Spiritual Governours 
after they hadretrench'd, what they were conftrain'd to take 
away, all that was unlawfully believ'd or practis'd, Idolatrons, 
Soperftitious, or Erroneous ; to retain or reject, as they 
ſhould fee cauſe, all indifferent circumſtantial things : which 
as they were not commanded by God, fo neither were they 
fordidden by him. Innamerable Ceremonies therefore they 
cut off : Some inſeparable Companions of the falfities and ſu- 
perſtitions they had aboliſh'd, fome impertinent to the main 
ation, others choking or incumbring ic. And fome too they 
left; fo few, that they rather expected to be askd why no 
more ; and thoſe the freeſtfrom offence; and the- fitteſt to be 
retain'd. For they conſider'd that an innocent uſefal Cere- 
mony, which had either been laudably ug'd before 
came in, or was not proper tothe fiperſticion- to which it 

had 


- 
had heen annexed when purg'd of that ſuperſtition, wasre-- 
ſtar'd to 1ts innocence and Indifference, and might be ugd as 
lawfully now as ig its firſt ſtate. And therefore though they 
took the liberty to leave off ſeveral rites however in them- 
ſelves innocent, and in uſe before Popery began, becauſe they 
were of little Edification, yet they kept up others which ap- 
pear*'d more necefſary to the Church ; and which at the ſame 
time might ſhew both their Temper and Moderation to- 
wards the Modern Roman, which they were forc*t to leave, 
and their reſpect to the Primitive, which they deſir'd to - 
imitate. 


And with ſuch a view as this, if you will look upon the 
particulars for which we are accus'd, you will ſee how little 
__ (that is, Corruption or Superſtition ) there is to be 


The Particulars ia which we chiefly differ, are theſe : Go- 
yernment by Biſhops, a Liturgy of ſome Ancient Prayers, 
Kneeling at the Communion, the Croſs at Baptiſm, the 
— and the Obſ:rvation of ſome Chriſtian Faſts and 

ealts. 


t. Firſt then as to Government by Biſhops, had it been a 
thing purely icdiflerent, we might bave lawfully retain'd it : 
and our Church might have taken leave to have choſen a 
lort of Ariſtocracy, as others have been. pleas'd with a kind 
of Democracy. But take it as it is, intimated in the writings 
of the Apoſtles, and manifeſtly of their Inſtitution : we then 
had been oblig'd to reduce it, if the Reman Government had 
been Presbyterian. When we found it therefore there, whac 
reaſon had we to abaliſh. it? Shall we allow the Pope fo 
much Power as to make that unlawfull by bis Uſe, which 
the Apoſtles and their Diſciples have recommended to us 
by theirs ? 


2. For our Liturgy of ſome Ancieat Prayers, is it Popilh . 
a3a ſet form? or as a form of thoſe Prayess ? A ſet form is ſo 
expedient and neceſlary to the Church, if but for the m 

of. 
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eeav——_ (that they may be ſure to have no other Petiti- 
ons ſuggeſted than what are fit, that their Devotion may not 
ſuffer by the weakneſs or indiſcretion of the Minifter,that they 
may know beforehand how to prepare their thoughts, what 
frame of Spirit is to be brought ro Church) that 1 may take 
leave to ſay, had a et form been us'd, not only in the ſuper- 
{titions of Kozze, but in the Charms of 2 Magician, ir ought 
however tobe ug in the ſervice of God. 1t the Papiſts, if 
the Heathens ufed fer forms, becauſe ir was the moſt certain, 
orderiy aud belt coalider'd way, ficteſt for the Worſhip of a 
God; mutt we theretore be forbid ? becauſe they did well, 
are we therefore todo worſe? And fo for the Prayers them- 
telvcs, ties are molt of them elder than Popery, and no 
mor? Popiit than the Lords Prayer. And if there are any 
ef chcir compolure ;, vet if they are good, and according to 
the will of God, why may hey nor be offered ro him by 
us, as weti as by them? Nay, may they not be more ac- 
ceptable tro God, as they may be a teſtimony how wi'.ing 
we would be to keep the Unity of his Chu:ch ; and to joya 
withall Coriltians, were we permitted, in all their Devoti- 
ons ? If our Acculers would ſhew us any Popery in our 
Prayers, they ought ro ſhew us where we pray to any bur 
God, or for any thing for which we want his Warrant ; 
where we ule any Interceſſiion, bur our Saviours; or what 
part of our Exgbjb Language, is an unknown Tongue. 


3. The Surplice is nothing but an Innocent Habit made of 
Lian-n, which is appointed to be the Dreſs of the Prieſt 
when he otficiates. It cannot bur be acknowledg'd, that itis 
a fic point of Decency to aſlign ali chat are in Orders ſame cer: 
tain faſhion of Garment in publick, if but in the ſtreets, and 
when they appear abroad. And if this be a Gown, andthe 
Papiits wear one too, is a Gown therefore Popiſh ? la like 
manner as the Miniſters of che Church are directed to- an 
Uniform Decency abroad ; ſo particularly, and with the 
: .Me innocent intention they are crder'd to wear aViſtiact 
Robe, when they perform the Publick Service inthe Church : 
That as the Common Devotion is adminiftred by a Perſon 
ſet apart, in a Place, 'ardata Time fet apart, ſo it may be 
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done too 'in a peculiar Garment. And if the Papiſts do 
ſo too, even ſo ler them ; they do well. If they hadin- 
vented the Garment, we need not have ſcrupled to follow 
this one /ralsan Faſhion. Bur they rook 1t up from earlier 
Cuſtom, and ir 1s no more Popery, then the Minilters, 
then the Citizens, the Lawyers, or the Judges Garmeats. 
If they could ſay we placed any; SanQtity in ir, attribu- 
red any Efficacy to it, it would be ſomething : but as we 
uſe it, it may as well be a piece of Pop:ry, to be a: Church 
wich a Band, or with a Crevart. 


4. Kneeling at the Communio1 is far too from being 
Popilh ; that is, either a Corruption or Superſtition. The 
Papilts indeed kneel ro the hot, as to their O0d : but net 
ſo particularly then, when they Recive ir, as when imme- 
diately after Conſecration, it is Elevated, and ſhewn ro 
them for that purpoſe by the Prieſt. But we that Kneel 
when we Receive the Communion, Kneel not TO 1T, 
but AT IT. and what Poſture can the:e be fitter for 
thoſe, that in the deepeſt ſenſe of their own great Un- 
worthineſs, and of Gods unexprefſible Mercy, are going to 
take the Seal of their Pard-n, and the Pledge of their Salva- 
tion; What better Poſture would they have for thoſe. that 
8T that time are to be in the Highclt Acts of Devotion ; 
the moſt Relenting Contrition, ani the gre:t:{t Thanksgi- 
ving ? - if on that Occaſion the Papiits Kneel too, and with 
a Wrong Intention ; why ſhou'd any Faulr of theirs hinder 
me from expreſſing my Duty ? Whet they do on No Reaſon, 
why ſhould not 1 do on the Beſt ? eſpecially when we have 
ſo ſolemnly diſclaimed them, and fo expreſly declar'd our 
own. As we are not to diſuſe the Holy Sacrament, be- 
cauſe the Papiſts have made it an Idol : So may we con- 
tinue our Reverence, tho? they have paid it Adoration. 


5- The Crofs in Baptiſm, or rather after Baptiſm, has 
jo it as lictle of Popery too. To Worſhip the Croſs, to 
Aſcribe any Vertue to the Sign, or to promiſe ones Self 
any Defence from it, may be Popery : but to Ule it as a 
Sign, only to ſignife and —_— can never come _ 
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that Notion, nor be term'd Superſtition ; no more than it 
wou'd be to pronounce the Word. Tho? the Croſs was 
Fools/br::$ t2 the Greeks, a4 Stumblirg-bleck to the Jew; and 
has been ſince ro the Papiſts tco, a Stumbling-block and 
2n Idol; yer zre we ſtill ro Glory in it, and to have the 
Memorial of it in a high ard precious Eſteem - neither 
concern'd on one hand at the Gentiles Nocxery, nor on the 
o:ker at the Roman Superſtition. The Primitive Ciriſt:- 
ans, It is Ccrtzin, Usd this Sign in the Earlieſt Times, 
very frequently : with that on all Occations they put 
themſelves in mird of our Saviour's Suffering for them ; 
and with that they Arm'd themſelves 2gainſt their own. 
So they Szluted their Brethren, and ſo they Dehed the Fea- 
then. it was the common Token and Mark of thoſe that be- 
long'd to Chriſt; and was afterwards the Imperial Ban- 
ner of the Great C n#as::ne, the firlt Chriitian Emperour, 
and under that ( by the Grace of Ged ) were thoſe Victo- 
ries obtain'd, thzt put an end tothe Heathen Perſecutions. 
Our firſt Reformers therefore finding the Croſs of Chriſt 
made the Subject of much Superſtition among the Romani/is, 
irs Image Worſhip'd, and | do not krow what Vertue 
imputed to the Signs: and yet remembring withall the 
Devourt Practice of the Firſt and Beit Ages; as they 
abhorr'd to Countenance the one, ſo they were tender 
too of Condemning the other : and in that Intention, after 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm is Adminiſtred, the Prieſt is 
Order'd, when he declares Andibly the Admiſſion of the 
Child iato Chriſt's Flock ; to declare Viſibly too by that 
known bleſled Sign, what that Shame is the Chriſtian 
ought to deſpiſe, how he is openly always, and as it were 
on his Forebead to bear the Profeſſion of his Faith, what 
that Banner is, under which he is now Liſted, and in 
what Warfare he ſtands Engag'd. Our Church applying 
that to its members once at leaſt in their Lives, which 
the Primitive repeated ſo often ; and doing that on ſo pro- 
per an Occaſion, which heretofore had been done on all, 
in hopes of being excus'd on the pare of the Ancient Chri- 
ſtian, by its Care to avoid the Faulty PraQtiſe of the Pa- 
Piltsz and 1a hopes of being juſtified to its Members and 
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Brethren, by fo Great, and ſo Reverend an Authority. 
And that it might be impoſlible for any S:ander by, how 
weak ſoever, to fall into any Superſtition himſelf, or to 
ſuſpect it in the Miniſter ; he never uſes the Ation Dumb, 
but Proclaims the Edifying Signification, and ſpeaks ont in 
plain words the who!lſome meining. A Sign This, Nebly 
and Generouſly taken up by the Elder Chriſtians, in the 
midſt of their Blaſpheming Heathen Neighb.urs; own'd 
now with like Courage under the inſulting Mahumetan - 
A Leſſon as neceſlary for that part of Chriftendom that con- 
fines now upon the Tat ; not to be Icort'd upon as Un- 
reaſonable or Improper, by thoſe Nations that, by the 
Metcy of God, have yet a better Neighbourhood : always 
of great Edification to the Devout, but particularly to be 
remembred by thoſe whom Commerce carries into remo- 
ter Countries : where tho', if Report miſtake not, it has 
by ſome been moſt ſcandalouſly forgot. So Clear and Free 
is the Sign of the Croſs, as Us'd by us, from the leaſt 
ſhadow of Superſtit:on, 


6. Laſtly the Faſts and Feaſts of the Church come as unjuſt- 
ly under the fame grouneleſs imputztion. The time of aſ- 
ſembling,iss Circumſtance of our Worſhip that cannot be lefc 
to particular choice, but muſt be determi:d in Common : 2nd 
what 1s to be done atthat time, mutt be determin'd too in 
an Ocderly Aſmbly: to that it muſt be lefe to the Diſcreti- 
on of the Governours, when we are tokeepa Feſtival, and 
when a Faft. As to the Keeping of the Lord's Day, our 
Church was not at Liberty : without ſhe would have raſhly 
departed from Apoſtolick obſervation, and the Continued 
practice of all Ages and Places fince the beginning of Chriſtia- 
nity. As for the Keeping of Eaſter, ſhe was too under thelike 
Obligation : the Annual Feaſt of the Reſurre&ion, the Great 
Lords Day, being known to have been the Chief, and the 
Cauſe of ail the Weekly. And as to the Faſt of Good Fry- 
day, it was nigh as early as the Feaſt of the Reſurrection. 
They lamented their fins our Saviour dy'd for on the Fryd:y 


-before ; as conſtandly as they commemorated His Rifing again 


for our Salvation the Sunday after. And in Crdec to the 
C 2 keeping 
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Seeping of thole two Great Days with more Devotion, 
there was likewiſe inthe Church ſome time beforehand fer 
apart, for better Recollettion, and greater Preparatien : 
The rzmb:r of Days in fome Places more, ia tone leſs. 
That 0' Forty, 85 Superititious Number, had ob:ain'd in 
the l'efern Conncry; ard therefore was ſtill kept :. and 
nould to Ged it were 3s Religioully obſerved, as it was 
Picuil. appointed. IVh:rſundiy roo, the Day on which the 
Holy Ghoit deſcended, was Obſcrv'd Always, and Univer- 
j3'y by the Ancient Church, Only the Nativity ot our 
Seviour was of later remembrance, bur yet before Popery 
cime 1 - Firlt obterved in the Weftern Church ; aud atter- 
wards taken up by the E-ſftern, in St. Chry/ofom's tine, As it 
{tznds recommended by him to the People of eAmrocs. 
Other times betides thei? hace beeen Appointed too for 
our Religions atlemblies; whica belides the general Wer- 
ſhip of God, the Exampl-cs of his Saints and Martyrs are 
gratefully remembred, and pionily propos'd, and thole Days 
are cailld commonly by the Name of the perſon then 
pzrticularly Commemorated : Not that the Worſhip. 'is 
co the Saint, or that the Day is employed in his Honour ; 
ouly becauſe on the Occaſion of his Memory or Martyr- 
dom, we come together as to Pay our other Duties to our 
God, ſo to thank him for the Graces of his Servant, and 
to be Edified and inſtrufted by the Example. lt is true the 
Church heretofore, when God had been bountiful ro them 
in the Number of his Saints, increaſed in ſome proportion 
thoſe Days of his Worſhip: and ict is to be Confeſled that 
Popery had both acknowledged Saints to God, which he 
might not own, and gave the True Saints an Hononr, which 
they muſt diſclaim. But with us the Number of thoſe 
Days is not greater then that the Afﬀairs of the World 
may well comply ; and as the Number of the Apoſtles is 
not large, ſo their SanCtity ſure is unqueſtionable - and 
then on thoſe Days we neither Beſeech by their Merits, 
nor Recommend our Selves to their Interceſſion. You 
ſee then how unreaſonable the Objeftion of Popery is here 
too: but ſee to what abſurdity it goes on. Firſt it is Sup- 
pos'd Popery. to keep a Day in the Memory of — 
an 
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and then it is thought as Pepiſh, to call him a Saint. A 
Great perſon at Geneva, it ſeems, preſum'd it ſoinewhar 
Fopiſh to Obſerve Sunday ic ſelf: and cor fider'd abcut 
Changing the Day. Nay ſome re fo pervericly Super- 
ſtitious on the other hand ; as that Thr day, on wi:ich 
all the Chriſtian World ccmembers onr Saviour's Brrrer 
Paſſion, has ſeem'd to tin m the ficter for a F-alt ; and ihe 
Time Uaiverlally now tet apart tor the Jeytul Memory 
of his Blelled Nativity, the more prover tor a Falt. 
This indeed is n:t like the Pap jis : No, it is like a Faw, 
cI a Heathen, 


So I hope it has ſufficiently appear*!, how little cuilty 
thoſe Uſages are of the P:pcry of which they ate accus't : 
the Chief deſigns of theſe Papers. But having not beea able 
to diſcourſe of their Innocence without ſome diſcovery of 
their uſe, I ſhall crave the Readers patience for a thor 
digreſſion, wherein he may ſee that the firlt Governours of 
our Reform'd Church cid not only we their Liberty, and 
impoſe them as things indifferent ; but as things expedient, 
and tp which they were oblig'd 1a all Godly Prudence. 


For altho' the Perſons who now en'orcethis accon t may 
think ſo much of themſelves as that the weakelt of their 
Poſlible Jealouſy ought to have been conſider*d moſt ; yer 
the Firſt Reformers were not to engage themſelves ina task 
ſo endleſs, nor to content themſelves with ſo narrow a view; 
ſeveral other refpets more weighty, and things more pra- 
Cticable did expect their care. 


For in the Reformation there were more conſiderations to 
be had, then ſome are pleaſed, or capable to underſtand, 
There was a Regard to Truth,to Increaſe of Piety,to Gravity, 
and Decency, to Antiquity ; to All the Modern Churches, 
the Roman it ſelf, the Grecian, and the then Reform'd : 
Regards then had, and ever ſince to be continued. They 
were indeed to provide in the firſt place, that their preſcrib'd 
Rites ſhould be ſuch as might not in any manner reaſonably 


offend their own members, but be the moſt fit to raiſe and 
| promote 
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pro.note their Devotion : They were too at the ſame time to 
' take care, that no offence ſhould be given to other Churches, 
. nojult icaneal even to that they lefr. 


For as tothe Church of Rem, tho? we were forc'd to part 
from Her, it was to be with all Chriſtian meekvels and 
Charity; witi a deſire that ſhe would return to Hcr ſelf and 
us; and vwouid at 1 | follow the Reformation, which ſhe 
bad been often dclit'd to begin. And therefore when we cut 
of Her Corruptions and Superſtitions, we retain'd ſome of 
her moſt Laudable and Anticnt Ways ; not leaving them 
tho? Godly and Venerable, becinle Prattis'd by Her, as 
the Spiric of Oppoſition wou'd have direted; but for that 
Cauſe the rather praiſing them our Selves, as it was fit 
for Chriſtians and Brethren. All the Innocent Ceremonies 
indeed we did not kcep ;, becauſe their Number was Ex- 
cellively great, and they of ſmall or no Edification. Tho" ' 
und-r that Burden we could have bcen content to reſt, 
had that been the Only Diſpute, and were it to have 
been the Condition of our Peace. But the Tyranny of 
tacir Corrup:ions, by which they forc'd us ont of their 
Communion, having reſtar'd us to our Firlt Liberty, and 
taken off that Humane Rig'r or Ufurpation by which 
their Biſhops pretend:d Authority over Ours ( from a 
Preſcription whoſe Date we know) ; we n&d then thar 
Liberty too in other matters: and both Thew'd that we 
were got uader Bondage, and that we were in Charity; 
leaving that Church a Pattern for Her to imitate, and 
Uſing towards her a Temper by which ſhe was nor 
needleſly provoked. | 


So did the Firſt Reformers diſcharge their Dnty towards 
the Roman Church : by this Conduct giving to the Sober 
and Well minded all reaſon tro commend vs, and taking 
away from the Reſt all occalion to Blzipheme : 'reducin 
themielves in all Material Points, to the Standard of the 
Primitive Churce ;, and in leſſer matters taking leave to vary, 
as ſeveral Countreys thea of the ſame Ages had nvs'd to 
do : in hopes that other Nations would by the Grace of 


God 
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God be at Jaſt invited by ſo fair an Example; we not 
propoſing our ſelves ſo much, as the Ancicnt Church to 
their Imitation, 


The ſame Apology might tco be Satisfatory to the Greek, 
Church, from whom if we diftzr in Dottrines or Workhip, 
it was becauſe we preſumed our ſelves conftrained by the 
Truth fo to do: but that we affteted net wancouly en 
unneceſſary Contrariety, they might perceive by cur 
chooſing ſome ſuch Cuſtoms as had the gen:r:1 App:oba- 
tion, and by conforming tro Ancient Wage. A Church of 
another Climat not being to expect that we of the Norh- 
Weſt ſhould Agree in aii; but that it might appear by 
Common Practice of ſome things, th:t it was not our of 
Oppoſition that we had abſtained from the r<it. 


Such Reſpect there was to be to the Roman avd Greek 
Churches : there was too a conſideration of the Reform'd, 
the Lutheran; a chief regard was to be h1zd to her, aud the 
upper hand of Fellowſhip given as to the Elder Siſter. 
She firſt had Proteſted againſt the Romiſh Corruptions, 
ſtood the dangerous Shock of Papal! Tyranny, and boldly 
advanc'd a Reformation z which roo ſhe Planted wide, 
and Setled in very Powerful Countrys. This Noble Ex- 
ample our firſt Reformers followed: from Them they 
learn'd to caſt off all Modern Uſurpation, and to reſtore 
according to the Earlier Pattern: not taking our Copy 
indeed from theirs, but from the ſame antient Original, 
tho? with ſome difference, yet with a near reſemblance. 
Our Epiſcopacy by the Piety of our Princes wasleft more 
Pntixe, than with Them in ſome Places. The DoQrine 
of Conſubſtentiation, which determines the Mode of Chriſt's 
Real Preſence at the Time of Participation, we were not 
Satisfied in ; but yet as they condemn'd the Idolatry and 
Superſtitions of the Popiſh Traaſubſtantiation equally with usz 
fo did we equally with them Adore the Myſtery of the 
Holy Sacrament, and were ready to Communicate on our 
Knees. After their Example our Churches and Cathedrals 


were not Neglected, the Places where Gods Honour 
dwells; 
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dxeils z; nor His Altars, where His Mercy and Love ſhew 
themſelves forth. The Werſh p of the Sou! wis Com 
manded to be expreſs'd in the Poſt»: of the Body 3; 
1 he Bowmng re the Holy Name of FES C5 recommen- 
cod ; ard a d:cenat Gravity ever; witre kept up, tho? 
wih Ieaer Ceremonis. 


So Serv.ceab!e were theie Orders of curs in reſpect of 
tte reſt of Crier dom, and fo fit to be retain'd for their 
Eiication in Love ( the Fruit of waich we had the 
Satizſation tO reap, nat only from the Approbation of 
thoſ? our ÞVrethrea, not io well Satisfi:d elſewhere, but 
from the Coatcilion even of ſome Romaris;i5 themielves, ) They 
vcie too a3 Froper for our own Edification, and for the 
Avvariceucent of Gods V'orthip here. 


To that Purpoſe tnce Rules were as exattly fitted, as 
if .t had been the o:i5 Deſign. For what could have 
beea better delign'd for the Honour of God, and Increaſe 
of R.ligion amoagit Men, then that the People ſhou'd be 
Ordered ( hid it "not beea their Cuſtom before Solemaly 
©» mect to pay their Devotions on certain Days of the 
\Week; tha: th-re ſhould be Annuzl Commemorations of 
the Myſteries of our Redemprion, and of the Zeal and 
Doarines of t''e Blciled Apoſtles. And how could our 
Devotions be more Cer:zia and Sufficient, more Grave 
and Regular, then uader a we'! conſider'd Form? 1f the 
Viniſter were then in another Garmenr, did not the very 
Sight of him Admoniih, before the Exhortation began, 
chat the Peop'e were to la; aſide their orciaary Thoughts, 
nat to meet him there as Abroad, but to be a Holy Con- 
giegation ? 'f they were directed to be on their Knees at 
a and at the Communion; was it more than be- 

e their Duty ? er a Hindrance think we to their 
Devotion ? Or was It to be expected, that when a Con- 
gregation ſaw a Perſon admitted into the Number, and 
the Dottrines of the Crofs declar'd over him, 3s the Terms 
of his Reception ; they ſhould be Offended that it was ſo 
evidently fet forth, and dec!ar'd to the Eye as well 2s to 
the 
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the Ear; and ſhould fo far forget its Benefits, as rather at 
that time to think impertinently of an old Superſtition that 
was gone, and of Popery that was aboliſhed ; than to joyn 
and recognize our Saviours Death, and their former Vows, 
and zealouſly to reſolve the Profeſſion of their Holy Faith in 
deipight of all its Enemies ? But on this Subject 1 proceed no 
fur:her to the other unqueſtionable parts of our Ritual ; 
it being plain, that even tie leſſer Appointmen:s have their 
proper ule. 

When therefore the Re'ormation began ; for ſuch juſt 
Realons, and teveral Relpects to others, and to our ſelves, 
was the Preſent Form Eſtabliſhed. 

At that time the other Proteſtant Church of Calvin's Ao: 
ael ( that theReader may not think it forgot above ) was but 
juſt let vp in the narrow Tercitory of Geneva ; and there- 
fore, indeed, not much conſidered by our Reformers ; only 
under their general Rule, that as they begg'd leave in Indif- 
ferent things to ule their own Liberty, ſothey impos'd not 
on other Churches. By our leave thereſore the Reformers 
of that place might have us'd fewer Ceremanies, and thoſe of 
their own Invention, ſo they would be pleafed not toditate 
their Regulations as neceſſary Rules to us : Nay, even there, 
where otherwiſe we might think they had gone too far, the 
neceſſity of their Circumſtances might have pleaded for 
them ; provided they preſcribed not their Orders*and Di- 
ſcipline to foreign Countries. Though therefore they had 
abrogated Epiſcopacy, though Lay-Elders, and Lay-Dea- 
cons were Novelties in the Church of Chriſt, though a Li- 
turgy of Prayers was wanting , and they ſeemed in 
ſeveral things to condemn the Ancient Church too 
much: yet they were ſtill regarded by us as Brethren, their 
Correſpondence deſired, and Communion with them main- 
tain'd. 

But when the Neighbourhood of Geneve had, with the 
Doctrine of the Reformation, carried this peculiar Diſci- 
pline into Frerce ; It began thence to come over hither as a 
Mode. and tn take, it may be, the more becavſe it was 
new. And then, it was urg d, not as convenient to the Cir- 
cumſtancecs of a little Town, or of a ſcatter'd diſtrefled ayer 
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ple under Popiſh Biſhops, but as neceſſary to all that pro- 
felied the purity of the Goſpel : And it was given out to be 
as fit to reform \rom us to them, 2s it was betore from the Pope 
to us. The firſt Rule ofthis new Y.cthod ( 1 mean as imported 
ard Tranſlated to us) was, to have no Circumltarce in Divine 
\\'orſhip, that was not exprelly determined in Scripture. 
By this Rule they cut off all our Eſtabliſnments, as they 
thought, at once; but by this they couid have none of their 
own, for their Elders were not to be found 1n tie Text, 
conſidered better ; and unordain'd Annual Deacons had as 
lictle ground, not to mention their leſſer Rites. That 
Rule therefore failing, they were to have another meaſure 
of Purity ; and that was, to be at the greateſt poſlible di- 
ſtarce from the Church of Rome : And then we were to have 
no Biſhops, becauſe the Pope was one; we were not to 
pray to God at ſet hours, or by a ſet form, becauſ2 the Pa- 
pits did; wewere to have noChriſtian Faſts or Feaſts; and 
ail our Obſervations, though+never ſo Edifying and Primi- 
tive; were to be laid aſide by thoſe that would be Pure, if 
they had been us'd at Rome. 

We have already, though briefily, diſcovered the falſity 
of Both thoſe Principles. The Firſt was a groſs Falacy put 
upon the People by their Teachers ; who to the great Max- 
ime ofthe Reformation, That no neceflary Chriſtian Do- 
Crine was to be received nor warrantable by Scripture ; had 
Sophiſtically joyn*d this great Untruth, That no Circum- 
ſtance of Worſhip was to be us'd thzt could not be ſhewed 
there. The other too, that condeman'd indifferently all the 
PraCtices of the Reman Church whatever, was nothing elſe 
but a Sophiſtical Impoſture put in the place of this Truth, 
That none of its Corruptions were to be retained ; it was 
nothing but a difringenuous unchriſtian abuſe of good Peo- 
ples Zeal; to make them dill:ke the good uſages of ours and 
the ancient Church, with rhe ſame warmth they rejefted 
the Depravation of the Rox.ey. 

Either of theſe two Principles, if they had been true, 
would have put an end to this Diſpute about Church Cere- 
monies z and therefore, though Baffled and Confuted, they 
failed Rot to be always inculcatedinto the Ears of the Peo- 


ple. 
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ple. To prove the Rites of our Church unlawful ſtep by 
{tep, had been a troubleſome Task, and might not have ſuc- 
ceeded well ; either the People might not have born the 
length of their Diſcourſe, or ſeen through the weakneſs. 
But here to cut the work ſhort, they had a Maxime or two. 
that their Fol/owers might eaſily graſp, and it may be as ca 
ſily ſwallow. And accordingly one, or both of theſe, 
the People were always taught to believe. Theſe were 
the little Jumps ot Leaven that were caſt in, and all 
along fermented the Nztion, till the whole was Lea- 
vened ; and they were work'd up at laſt to the utmoſt 
Pertection, and molt exalted ſtate, to the Fioly Covenant ; 
whole great ends forſooth were, to pluck up Epiſcopacy 
Root and Branch as Popiſh, and to Eſtabliſh Presbitery, 
the Form of Gods own appointment, 

But theſe Fall: Principles could not be fixed ſo; they were 
purſued by their own Party, and run down in Fatt. For as 
ro theFirſt, there roſe up thoſe that could no more ſpye out 
Fresbyteriaviſm in the Bible, than they had been ſuffered to 
ice Epiſcopacy before: Miniſtry and Tythes were not to be 
found in the Goſpel, they ſaid : They asked You your Text for 
every thing you did ; for ſaying you rather than Thou ; 
for taking off the Hat beſore God or Man. And ſoas to the 
other Maxime, it was found out at laſt, that Geneva it felf, 
was not far from /raly; and Clailes and Synods ( who would 
have thought it? ) were eſteemed a little Popsſb tco; if they 
valued themſelves on their diſtance from Rome; there were 
thoſe that could go farther than they. The Independents 

ſently ourwent them - theſe were outſtripped by others; 
and at laſt the Quaker ſeemed before them all, but all things 
moving Circul:rly, thefe Jaſt came very nigh to that poigt 
on the one ſide, from which they were moſt remoteon the 
other ; inſtead o! one pretending infallible Spirit, we had 
Legions; and all the Oppoſition tothe Pope of Reme ended 
inthis, that every Man was to be Pope himſelf. 

Theſe were the \iſible and palpable abſurdities, conſequent 
to thoſe two falſe Maximes; and thoſe Maximes have been 
mentioned here upon occaſion indeed ofthe Geneva Reforma- 
tion; but wich no deſign of undue Refleftion. They being 


but Additions grafted on that way ſince it was brought into 
D 2 England, 
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Ex:i«ng, not natural nor proper to it, though with us too 
ciotely combin'd : Ridiculous untruths of a deſtrutive Na- 
ture, to be diitlaimed and difcountenanced by all ſober 
Meu. 

However our Foreign Brethren cf thzt Conftiturion, as 
they deſiga'd their Form of Government for themlelves, 
a:2d rot tor us, for a Bon o! Peacz and Diſc.pline at home, 
and not to give diſturbance abroad ; fo tiicy wi!', we do not 
oueltion, give us leare tothink fo weil of our own Way, as 
32t to be willing to exchange it for any other, that may in 
Charity be allowed to ſtand on equal rerms, but wiil not we 
hope pretend advan:age. 

For Geod Men, and who know the grounds and reaſons 
of our Reformation, were at a loſs, what the late Deſign 
might mean of bringing our Church nearer to the Proteltants 
broad ( to thoſe of our Brethren of Calvins way we ſuppole 
they intended ) We hope the Intention was not co inſigu- 
ate an unjuſt Reproach ; as if we had not the Amity and At- 
fection for them which we ought; did not rejo;ce in their 
Edification, or compaſlionate their Afiction : but only 
this, to alter our Conſtitution into a nearer reſemblance 
with theirs: Bur if aay of ours deſired this for Amendment, 
as a Farther Reformationand greater Perfection, it was be- 
cauſe they were not —_ to conſider their own frame well - 
nor could any honeſt man of our Church, and who under- 
ſtood her right, bave ever Conſented. And if the Deſign 
was only Political, (though the Policy appears not ) yet why 
might it got be as fir for thoſe Proteftants to come nearer 
tous? But, not to ſtand on ſuch terms, how conld we have 
went nigher to the Calvin;ft, without departing trom the 
Latheran * Our Church is already in the middle, and reach- 
ing out her Hands on either ſide ; fettled there long ago, 
by weighty Reaſon, and upon mature Deliberation : tor al- 
though the word Proteſtant has been here at home appropri- 
ated to a Party; and the Reformed Church abroad has been 
ſtill underftood only for thoſe of one way : Yet every one 
knows that the Zatberes is the firſt Reformed ; and that the 
term Proteſtant is only proper to them, and particularly to 
thoſe only of the Germas Nation. This then is the firſt 
Fallacy endeavour ed to be put upon the People; that thoſe 
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. to-whom fome of our Dilleaters pretend a nearer approach. 
are the only Reform'd and Pro:eſtants in the World : as if 
the Lutherau were not to be underſtood by his own Name. 
T he other is this, that the Calv:z1 is fo great, that the 0- 
ther deterves not to be mention'd : whereas the other have 
ſtill b:zen the far greater Number, and the much more con- 
ftiderable. Our Trade indeed makes us look into Hlland, 
(where tho' the true Cax/virrjts makes not above a third of the 
people; ) 2:.d our Faſhions into Fra:ce, ( and would to God 
there Numbers increas'd there; ) we ſpeak much of Swirzer- 
laid, and the Lower Platinate : but we forget to take notice 
of the I:zrge Colntrys that are intirely of the other Prof lli- 
on; as D::marke, Sweden, the D2minions of the Elector of 
Sax:ny, and Brandenpciirgh, of the Great Houſe of Lunen- 
barge, and the many Imperial Cities. So that the Delign 
mention'd beloie of coming nearer to the Reformatio:: a- 
broad, was noting elie bat this: to perſwade us to g9 t:r- 
ther from the Univerſal Church Primitive, from the Major 
part of the Moderns Reformed, from our innocenc agreement 
with general Chriſtianity, and from thoſe of our ſelves who 
are much edifcd by our Preſent Conſtitution ; to come nearer 
to thoſe abroad,who ( to ſpeak in che faireſt language) are not 
better conſtituted than our ſelves; and to comply with thoſe 
at home,who are certainly neither the greater nor the beſt part 
of us; to give way to the falſeſt and moſt deſtructive Prejy- 
dice, oppoſite to all Catholick Agreement, and toCountenance 
and Encourage a molt cauſeleſs and Seditious Separation. 

But to return from this Digreſſion : We have ſeen upon 
the View of the Particulars moſt in queſtion no Popery in 
them, no Superſtition nor Idolatry, no favour nor tendency 
to any of the Reman Corruptions; nothing in them that is 
not directed to the promoting of Gods Honour, the raiſing 
of our Devotion, and the Teaching of our Duty ; nothing 
but what either was in uſe before Popery took place, or mult 
be allow'd commendable even in the Papiſts themſelves. 

And yet notwithſtanding all the Zealons abhorrence our 
firſt Reformers had for Popery, declard by their Writings, 
and confirm'd by the Teſtimony of their Deaths ; notwith- 
ſtanding the conſtant continued Profeſſions of the fame _— 
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ſtill made by all that officiate in the Church; Altho? all poſlible 
care has been taken to prevent the Suſpicion, and diſavow all 
Popiſh Intentioa ; yet our Church is Popiſh, and we all 
Papitts ſtill : The groſleſt 8nd the moſt inexcuſable Calumny 
tat ever was invented. 

\Ve have ſeen alrezdy to what ends this rotcriovs Un: 
" truth was fickt devis'd by the Dulentiag Party ; to widen 
ta2 Separation, to fix men in ir, and to keep them at anir- 
reconcilable diſtance : But I cannot tcll whether it had not 
| been more exculible before God and Man to hare ſeparated 
:pon no Reaton, than upon one fo ſcardalouſly falſe. They 
had th.n only-bcen acconntable ſor their depzrture, and 
fortaking us ; bur now beſides for all this Injuſtice «hich they 
have done us, aad the Calumnies under which they have 
left us. For ſo under the Old Law, where a man might ar 
pleature have put away his Wife, and without Cauſe ſhewn ; 
ret if he had given cccaſion of Speech again{t her, ard 
brought aa Evil Name upon ter, had accusd her to have 
been Corrupt; he was then by tte Jndgmert of the El- 
.ders to make reparation by a Pecuniary Mulct, to ſuffer 
Corporal Chaſtiiſement, and not to put her away for eyer. 
If then thoſe Perſons had not in them that Brotherly Love, 
which ſhould have made them defirous of our Company ; 
nor that Sence of their duty to our common Father, by 
which we are oblig'd to make our joint appeararce unto 
Him; yet in common juſtice they ſhould have forboce their 
Slanders, and in reverence to the God of Truth they ſhould 
not have condemned us ſo raſhly, in matters that concern 
him. For ſeems it ſo {mall a thing to any man, eſpecially 
to one that profeſſes a more tender Sence of his Duty, to 
accuſe one raſhly and falſly before God and the World, of 
Superſtitions, Abominations, and Idolatry, of perverting 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, and corrupting his Worſhip, of car- 
rying the Souls of men into Error and Sin, and endange- 
ring their Eternal Salvations? Were this Scandal ipoken of 
any ſingle Prieſt, that had the care of the ſmalleſt Pariſh, 
what Sufficient Satisfaftion could be made him ? But when it 
is ſpoke of the Paſtors and Teachers of a Great People, of 
the Conſtitution .and Frame of a whole National Church, 
what 
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what amends ſhall be given then ? For here the conſideration 
is cot only of Diſreputation and Loſs of Honour unjuſtly ſu- 
ſtain'd, but of the Horrible Miſchicfs that have followed : 
Nor do thoſe {ufter ſo much, of whom the Scandal is ſaid, as 
thole do wh» credit and entertain it. The greateſt preju- 
dice is not to us, but to thoſe who on that account are gone 
from us; who have been {cai'd by it into Schiſm, and Fa- 
ion; have been engag'd in vncharitablencſs, and the 
breach of the Peace ot God, the Unicy of his Chuech, into 
Heats and Animobkities, into Temporal and Spiritual Diſo- 
bcd:ence 3; who have been thence perverted into Deadly Er-- 
rors and Hereſies, and haſtning from us have run npon Rocks, 
8nd made Shipwrack of their Faith. Theſe are the damm3- 
ges of that Wicked Scandal, to be eſtimated by the Haza::i 
and Perdition of thouſands of Souls : the loſs is to the Cath: 0- 
lick Church, and to be anſwered for hereafter to the Great 
Shepherd. So big is this foul ſander of Infinite Milchief - 
tho? its ſingle guilt be fo great, that it needs no accumulati- 
ON. 

Fauage nyt that ye be not Fudged, ſays our Lord and Maſter : 
And, who art thou that Fudpeth axothers Servant? ſzys his Bleſſed 
Apoſtle. So unwarrantable and dangerous a thing it is to paſs 
a haſty Peremptory ſentence, even vpon our fellows and 
equals, in any thing that relates to Gcd - it is to attempt 
upon his Authority, and to uſurp his Scat. He then that 
palles a Sentence notoriouſly unjuſt, what is he to expect at. 
the day of the righteous Judgment of God ? And, who art thox 
that fo judgef not only ancthers Servant, but thy own Superior, 
and whom the Great Maſter has commanded tee to obry? If thy 
Slanders were againſt any foreign Siſter Church of God, i 
were a high breach of Charity, for which you ought to. 
beg pardon of Chriſtendom : but to Calumniate maliciouſly 
ones own Church, and to charge her falſely with the higheſt 
Crimes; is a Lye not only againſt thoſe to whom you owe 
common reſpect, but to whom you are to pay Duty and Sub- 
jection ; it 1s as if you Blaſphem'd your Father or your Mo« 
ther. 

But to paſs away from ſuch ſad Conſiderations, on which 
tho? the concera'd ſhould refle& very ſeriouſly ; to » _ 

clude : 
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. Clude in the eaſieſt and moſt favourable manner : Thoſe that 
go this way to deſtroy our Reputation with the Vulgar,have 
not provided well for their own wi:h intelligent men, they 
will nct afrer this, be well able ro make good their Pretences 
to much knowledge, and their Protcſlion of greater zeal for 
Truth. For the dificrence berwixt us and Popery is ſo wide, 
that thoſe who accuſe us of it. except they excu themſelves 
by ignoraace, cannot be well alloxed by the world to bolt 
of Con{ience and Integrity. 

I cannot tet] whether moſt of the Teachers are rot di- 
realy guilty of this great Uairuth : However, whether or 
no they Preach it for poſitive Doctrine, yet this we are ſure 
of; tire is nothing more common with their Auditors : it 
is this fancy that keeps them faſt to their own way, and gives 
them their greateſt averſion for us. 

Some of the People indeed out of Ignorance are betrayed 
into this Slander - and yet there too the lenorance is ſome- 
thing too groſs, and to caſte to be removed, than that it 
ſhould Qualifie the fault much. They need for better informe- 
tion buc peruſe our Arcticies of Religion, which are very ſhort , 
2nd look into our Prayers, a Book ia every ones hand ; they 
need but come to thoſe near Places, where the Law and their 
Duty calis them ; and have patience to hear their proper Tea- 
chers- And therefore even this their Ignorance 1s tod mach 
their Fault, to become their Defence. 

But however this Blind Zeal and weak Ignorance of the 
people, if it ſha'! be allow'd in Plea for them, muſt it not 
then be charg'd upon thoſe who have uſurp'd the care of 
them ? Thoſe who have unwarrantably and in their own wrong 
taken upon them their Inſtruftion, are they nct to anſwer for 
their culpable want of Knowledge? But how careful ſhould 
tiicy be that they do not beger theſe uncharitable preju- 
Q.c23, nor diſ-ingenuoully cheriſh ſsch untruths, that they are 
not the Cauſes of that weakneſs, and the Authors of their 
[2norance ? 

For whence is &,that thoPeople ihould be {uppos'd to bring 
ſuch Prejadices, but from the Diſco::&s of their Meetings ? 
Do they zot there find Popery and: »ur Church in a breath ? 
the Rites of that Ciuich omrntan'd as to- include ours ? 
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and themſelves flattered with the Title of True Proteſtants» 
toour Excluſion ? If they do not there broadly call the Sur” 
plice a Rag of Babvlon, or our Prayers the Engliſh Maſs 3 
yet are not will Worſhip, and Superſtition, carnal Ordinan” 
ces, and Idolatry ſpoken thoſe Occaſions ? and the Peo- 
ple given tounderſtand by Oblique RefleCtions, and peculier 
Phraſes, that there is as little Difference as they have heard 
DiiſtiaMion ? 

Hence it comes to paſs that the True bred D:ſſenter will 
no more come into our Church, than into a Houſe of Rimmer: 
a Cathedral is a very Abomination. To be at Prayers, would 
be to be at Maſs: and if you ask them their Exception at the 
Book, they Thank God they bave never look'd in'r. They 
leave their Friends before they are buried, they are o fright- 
ed at the Service that is to be ſaid: as if the Parſon in 
white were an Apparition. And when a Relation of theirs 
is to be Chriftned tho' the Office be performed at homezinno 
Superſtitious p!3ce ; yer they will not aſliſt at that for which 
they came, and fly away from the Sign of the Croſs as faſt, 
as the Papiſts fancy evil Spiritsdo. Or it any of theſe upon 
Surpriſe or miſtake chance to be preſent at the Prayers ; they 
take care to ſhew their averſion by their looks and geſture; 
they ENG ſtreight in ſome croſs poſture of body, or 
diſpoſtion of mind : if the Miniſter calls to kneel, they will 
chuſe'tofit; andwhen the boly' words he pronounces ſpeak 
the Worſhip of God, Ptaiſes or Prayers to him, they de- 
voatly think of the Superſtition or Ignorance of the Prieft, 
and [mite at the Folly of the reſt. Such Prophanation do 2 
great part of them rake our Worſhip to be : and fo fearful are 
they of pattaking init. 

Theſe are the ridiculons and truly -ignorant conceits of 
their better meaning followers: highly unjuſt to vs,but moſt 
Scandalous to their own — But theſe _ fancies 
are not more ridicalons, than the pretences rheir Leaders 
draw-from them * when they Veſice Allowances for the weak- 
neſſes of thoſe they have mat ſoz 'and would have the Go- 
yernihent on all Occaſions to” indulge fuck Errors as they 
fhall' be able to teach - uſing the old known Method, in- 
{trying the Prople to _— Grievances firſt, and then 
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ia their Name, but for their own Intereſts, Importuning a 
Redreſs. 

Burt theſe Lezders of the Party might Conſult better for 
the weakneſs of their People, if th:y would try to cure it by 
better Information - and they might eaſily acquit themſelves 
of the Guile of Slandering ouFChurch, by beginning to 
do her Right. Let them then for once ceme nearer the Re- 
formed Church:s abroad themſelves; and own that to the 
World, which tiioſe have never Scrupled tov declare. Ler 
them hogeſtly tel: their Congregations the Plain Truth; that 
we deteſt and Renounce the Popiſh Corruptions and Super- 
ſtitions as much as they ; that the Belief and Doctrine af our 
Church is the ſame wi.h theirs z; that the very few Ceremo- 
nies we have retain'd, have nothing of Sin or Abomination 
in them. Let them confeſs that a good devout Prayer is ne- 
iec the leſs ſo, for being provided beforehand, read out of a 
Pook, or by one in White, and not in Black or Gray; that 
if the People will bur bring their thoughts to Church as well 
prepar'd as the words are, they will be heard moſt acceptably 
by their God. Let them own chat there is no more harm 
inthe Sign of the Croſs made by the hand, than in the word 
that figi11fhes it from the mouch ; and that men may be as in- 
nocently ſhewn one way as another, hirg they are 
not to be aſham'd of. Let them acknow 
more Sin intended, in being on our 
on, than there is in being truly penitent.and humbly thankful. 
And laſtly, to ſum up all, Let them bu lare that a Chri- 
ſtian of our Communion, who Worſhipy God as is preſcrib'd 
him there, and believes and obeys the ine there taught 
him, is by the Grace of Criſt in the Ordinary way of Salva- 
tion ;, let them, 1 ſay, but publiſh this ts thoſe numbers they 
have called t er( and ifthey ruths, in Conſcience 
they are bound to do it; ). they may then be heard to excuſe 
themſelves from the blind unchacitableneſs and unrighteous 
Slanders of their Auditors, againſt a Church of Chriſt, ſo 
fam'd and {@ great a part of the Reformation. 

Hithertol have only repreſented the ſtrange injuſtice offer- 
ed to our Church, anundeniable and demonſtrable injuſtice : 
neither is it my intention to ſpeak of thaz Perſonal one, _— 
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which its Miniſters have ſuffered beſides. The ground indeed 
for ſuch a Jealouſee, is not impoſlible in Nature ; but it is from 
the ſame want of Charity, that thoſe Perſons who are under 
the greateſt Obligations of Conſcience againſt Popery, muſt 
be thought irs greateſt Favourers. If in a Multitude one or 
two ſingle men may have been under the ſuſpicion of having 
Apoſtatized ; yer how does that affect the reſt of the Body, 
who will be the firſt to diſown and renounce them ? Were 
the eleven remaining Apoltles to be termed Traytors for 7u- 
das ? Or is our Nation to bedenominated from the few Male- 
factors of its number, which it puniſhes as ſoon as it dif- 
covers ? We have of Church-men ſome too, it may be in- 
clinable to the Separation: why are not the Dillenters 
pleaſed too ſor their ſakes to think favourably of the whole : 
and to let us ail be True Proteſtants on the one ſide, by the 
ſame reaſon we are Papilts on the other ? But is it not ſtrange 
thatthoſe who have diſtintly ſubſcrib'd to the Articles of 
the Reformation, at each Degree in the Univerſity, at the 
promotion to either Orders, at their Inſtitution toany Prefer- 
ment, who have publickly read and owned theſe Articles in 
their ſeyeral Congregations, that thoſe who have given all 
manner of aſſurances to the World, muſt be ſuſpected ſtill 
and traduc'd, by thoſe that have yet given none, of whom we 
know not yet, if they themſelves do, but at random and at 
large, of what profeſſion of Religion they are ? God 
them their uncharitableneſs ; and we are to thank them, that 
they have not made us Few: or e Adabamete1s 


It may have been enough to all honeſt Men, and truly an Perni. 
Conſcientious, to have ſhewn them the untruth of the pre-ciqus. 


judice that has been raiſed againſt our Church, and the ini- 
quity of the lrreligicus Slander - as they feared God, ſo they 
would be afraid to ſpeak Evil falſly of a Church of Chriſt, 
and of the Service of their Maker ; nay, we might hope that 
ſuch upon the firſt Refleftion would be the more I 
farward to return to our Communion, leſt they 
ſeem any longer to countenance fo unjuſt and ungodly a Ca» 
lumny. But they nay be pleagd to conſider further, not 
only the fſinfulneſs, but the Miſchief of the Action : and 
thas we are not ſo ſenſible of = injuſtice done to our ſelves ; 
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azof its ill Conſequences, the Dammage andPrejudice it brings: 
og:the Cauſe wry ORE e 

- The DifterencesandiSchiſms- that have happened in Pro- 
teſtant Churches have, it is known, been very ſcandalous to ' 
the Common Cauſe, and formed into an Arguinent againſt 
us, Iris faid by our Advet faries, that as ſoon 25s we fell'from 
them, we fell ſrom Unity and Order, and th.t the infinite 
fally of the following Separations, was but a Conſcqu-nt na- 
tural to the firſt : That it was a <pirit of Prilc 2nd Opp -ſition 
that ingaged us firſt in the Sciffm ; and that we bad no Bowels 
for the Diviſions of the Church. See therefore, ſay they, how 
they break into endleſs Frattions ; they are no more te:derof 
their own Communion, than they were of ours ; they part 
out of Humour and Fancy, and in this they do us right, they 
{ubmit to no other Conſtitution. 

It is true, that the wantonneſs and petulance of Men has gi- 
ventoo much place to this reproach already ; but when the 
meaſure of a Thorough Reformation ſhall be che utmoſt Op- 
poſition to Rome, and a Proteſtant Church quarrelled and 
reputed Popiſb for ſome common innocent Uſages; then it 
is.that the Rowiſh Advocates may triumph wel), then may 
they juſtly inſult, ere, ſay they, you diſcover the right Pro- 
teftent Temper ; you may ſet in the Trae Proteſtant, and the 
True Reformed, the Truc Spirit of Contradslion : mo_—_ 
Pique-ta us, they fall out with all Chriftendom ; and- will 
leave the of all * ges for our ſakes : 'Let us but uſe 
what is Primitive or-Orderly, and we may have them as In- 
decent, Confus'd; and Ridiculous as we pleaſe. | 

For the Truth is, the Principle thoſe men have choſe does 
notonly ſcandaloufly-condemn the Churches of the-Second 
and Third-Ages; but is the moſt inconvenient that could 
beimagined, and may bring them into as great Abſurdities, 
aSthey indeavour to” avoid. From this Maxime the Chureh 
of Romy may take irs meaſures and manage, if they pleaſe, 
the hymoyr of Oppoſition, as eaſfly asa Vow of Obedience ; 
it is but their taking one- ſide, and our Seftaries are bound 
tq take the ather fide, they aceto be led by .Contraries, and 
ont of a Chilhſh- croffiieſs will refuſe what the other would* 
ſeem tb difeft. So may the Remane? appropriate to himſelf 
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a! Gravity, Decency, and Antiquity: And ſhould he re- - 
torm, may. he not expect that theſe would quit the Refor- 
mation ? 

This is the direCt rendency of the Principle ; and this 
way it goes, though the P3pilt may not think fir to follow 
it: However we have ſeen what occaſion of Obloquy and 
Reprozch it gives, aud what a Dilparagement and Diſ-re- 
Puration it brings on the C1uſe of the Retormation : Shame- 
ful ro our ſelves, and a: Oitence to thoſe that otherwiſe 
might come to us. We may now [ce in the next p!ace, how 
it operates by the Odium 1t faitens on our Church, and what 
milchicf it produces there ; how convenient and ſervicea- 
ble the Scanial is to the Deſigns of Rome, if not invented, 
yet fomented by them, and ir ſelf therefore to be eſteemed 
Poziſh for much better reaicn than our Ceremonies have 
been. 

For after the Reformation was, by the Grace of God, -onc2: 
brought about, and the Church of Rome could not hinder 
her Corruption from- being ſeen, and her Uſurpation from 
being laid open; all that they in their Craft could deviſe, 
or the Malice of the Devil could have ſuggeſted, was to di- 
vide and diſ-unite thoſe that were gone away, and to pro- 
mote Variance and Diſagreement between us. But the de- 

n was never more Artificial, than when they were able to 
raiſe a Jealonſte, that one part of rhis Reformation was Po- 
pifſaſtill; and could make men overlook all the ſubſtantial 
difference of this Cheech from that of Reme, and conclude 
them-theſame, only from the' common uſe of ſome indiffe- 
rent things, The Church of England, they found, had ma- 
nifeſted their Depravations, expoſed them beyond' any de- 
fence, andrais'd'up a fix'd and Reſolute Indignation againſt 
them. This Zeal; aSlong as it was ſober, rational, & well groun- 
ded, they coald not poſſibly withſtand : they try therefore 
whether they cannor divert'it upon ſomething elſe and dire 
it-2gainſt irs own Party ; whether they cannot take this Artil- 
lery, turn it- upon ſomething laudable and innocent, and 
kvel it againſt its Friends. Being Hatred to Popery is 'un- 
avoidable, let the Engisſh Church be Popiſh too. So are the 
Remamſis content; if we- may cone in- for a + ſhare — 
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wn, * Guilt, that not only part of their Worſhip, but the whole 

"7 © - may be reputed Corrupt: and they are ready to help to ac- 

: cuſe themſcl;es in the wrong place, that the charge may fall 
upon thoſe that arein theright. 

And now the _ Emiſſaries have accompliſhed their 
erra:d in one ſence. It they have not perverted thoſe of our 
C-mmunion, yet they have ſeduced ot hersto believe it done - 
ard we are become all Pepifts z, ai lealt in the Opinion of the 
Dillerter, If he may be believed, and we are to be added 
co ihe number, the Rem in Catholicks are vaſltl; increaſed 
And well may they have the Reputation abroad, to be very 
conſiderable in their Country ; at leaſt well may their 
Prieſts report that we are inclinable to return, andeaſy to 
be reconciled; when they have the concurring Teſtimony 
tor-it -of ihe Sectary, their ſeeming Adverſary; and this, 
though but a Miſtake and F2me, yet has its eitect: it keeps 
up tbe hope of the Principals at Rome, and redoubles the 
indeavours of their Seminaries. But they have too a more 
certain and real aim. 

For by this Opinion they may either gain ſome of us to 
themſelves; or be ſure however by the Jealouſte to keep us 
aſunder one from another. They may hope that ſome even 
of our Communion may at laſt have a more favourable eſteem 
of the Religion, to which they have been join'd fo long by 
report ; and that here, asit happensſometimes in Marriage, 
we may be content to embrace that Faith to which Fame has 
ſaid we were contracted before. But to the Honour of our 
Church be ir ſpoken, this has not been effeted neither by 
the Careſles of one, nor Affronts of the other ; neither oat 
of Afﬀection, nor Indignation. So little tendency is there 
in our Conſtitution that way, of which we have been uanrea- 
ſonably ſaſpeted. Their great hopes, I ſuppoſe, of this 
kind are upon the Party that pretends to be moſt averſe, 
and makes at preſent the more clamorous and extravagant 
oppoſition ; for it may be rational to preſume, that he that 
knows not the Reaſons nor Intent of the Reformation, and 
makes nothing of the vaſt difterence between us and Rome, 
may eaſily therefore ſtep over it, and be as willing to retura 

. to them as. us ; it may be enough to make ſuch a Convert, 
ro 
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to ſatisfie him in the fign of the Crofs, or kneeling at the 
Communion, as ſoon as he fiids himfelf Convinc'd of thte - 
lawſulneſs of that Popery, he may be willing to yield ro the + 
reſt, and may comply as undiſcerningly as before he abhor- 
red. Such an Incention as this, we may ſee, is feaſible enough ; 
how far ic has been praiſed in Fact, 1 will not ſay, or whe- 
ther the Quekers have not been jultly ſuſpected. 

For making of Proſelytes the AR: mariſt cannot have a more 
proper Method, than to infect the People- with Prejudices 
againſt us, aud io hinder them from fercling on ti.e true cer- 
tain botrom, the Foundation ſo well laid by the firſt Re- 
formers, irom kceping in that Church which is ſo ſure a 
place, and may be fo eaſily maintained. However, | eſides 
the Converts they gain, by. the Jealovſies they infuſe tt.cy 
heighten our Diviſions and Animoſities, break 2nd ſcatter us, 
they hinder us from joyning. in whae might oppoſe them; 
and prevail that we have no common Intereſt: Nay, things 
have been ſometimes brought to that paſs that the Sectari- 
ans have rather joyn'd with the Papilts themſelves, and ia 
publick Gounſels confederated with their pretended Ene- 
mies to impeach our better Eſtabliſhment. So nwch Po# 
| -+ were we then, that the .profeſſed Romen Cuthblick was - 
leſs. 

And now by force of this accurſed Scandal, ſee into what 
difficulty the Church is brought : either ingagedin a perpe- 
tual inteſtine quarrel, if ſhe ſtands as ſhe 1s, or elſe obliged 
to change at the pleaſure, and by the direftion of her ſworn 
Enemies. If ſhe thinks fit to ſtand on her own bottom, 
where ſo many good.and neceſſary Conſtderations -have fix*d : 
her, and where ſhe has reſted ſo long -; ſhe muſt then expett 
the continuance of all the Diſſenting Out-cries ; nay, want 
of Moderation reproached, and the Schiſm imputed to her,. . 
even by ſome of her own Popular Sons. If ſhe ſhall be in- 
clinable to comply, where ſhe lawfully may , yet there 
the humorous Exceptions are ſo various and- ſo nnreaſonable, . 
that ſhe ſees no good Iſſue ;, has no reaſon to preſume that 
the Faction deſires to be content ; neither can fe tell what. 
Church ſhe ſhall be at laſt, if ſhe is to alter ſtill, as often as 

» her Eſtabliſhments ſhall be accus'd to correſpond with _ 
ow .- 
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Now the Church of Reme,which has fix'd it ſelf invariably 
upoa the Council of Trent, and for the ſame Reaſon would 
have its Adverſaries. unlettled ſtill, moſt willingly ſees us 
:ltcr, ſhift, and change z not only that the uneaſineſs, incon- 
ſtancy, and uncertainty may be verified upon ns, with which 
they ſometime reproach us; that ours may be ſti] wavering 
an1 more caſily drawn to them; and that theirs may be un- 
willing to come to us, into a Body ſo mutable, and after an 
w ho'c Age lo little ſatisfied of the Lawfulneſfs of its Rites 
and Uſages; but in hopes too, nay, out of certain proſpect, 
Chat by {uch changes we ſha!] be further from ſettlement than 
before, and nearer to the Diſſolution they wou!d indeavorr. 

The Demaanded Alterations it is plain, are not for the fa- 
tisfaCtion of thoſe that are of our Communion ; but of thoſe 
that are not: and by ſuch our own may be ſcandaliz'd and 
ſhaken; but the others will hardly be oblig'd. For when 
we are ready to change, not mov'd by Arguments and Rea- 
ſon, ( for thoſe are moſt Frivolous and Sophiſtical ) but to 


comply with Fancy, or gratify Oppoſition; the Humour 


it is certain, will be the more hard to fatisfy ; and obſtina- 
cy, When incourag'd, will only learn to ask more El- 
pecially when the Principle by which they move is fall of 
endleſs diſſatisfaction, and has an equal quarrel againſt - the 
whole Conſtitution, So that when they have effeted one 
alteration, they have only made way another ; and are 
never likely to reſt, till they have deſtroyed the whole. 
Now for Example, the Surplice, the Croſs, and kneeling at 
the Sacrament, are demanded to he releagd : the particu- 
lar Objections againſt them are quite out of Counrenance, 
and no longer preſſed ; only that General one of Popery, or 
a General Scrupulous Fancy and Humour which they call 
Conſcience, are now* urg'd. It is evident then thar it is as 
eaſy a matter for the ſame Maſters of theſe Scruples to 
tc2ch their Auditors, for. as worthy - Reaſons, to be dif- 
ſatished with more: and it isas ptain that they have alrea- 
dy taught them a: general Averfion. Should they be excugd 
kneeling at the Sacrament themſelves; might it no: then 
be a great Offence to fee the Miniſter, or any other kneel ? 
As now. they pretend an-Offence at the Sjgn- of the' Eto, 
tho? 
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tho" they themſelves look only on. Would they not think 
themſelves oblig'd to avoid the very ſight, and ſeparate from 
the Communion of that Popiſh Practice? Is, think ye, the 
Confecration Prayer free trom all Suſpicion ? The reve- 
rence preſcrib'd in handling of the Elements, may come 
near the Idolatry of the Hoſt; and the whole Service ac- 
cus'd for the Maſs. Is the Croſs after Baptiſme mention'd 
by them, becauſe they have forgot their quarrel at God- 
Fathers; and have a better Opicion of the Office of Con- 
firmation ? The Gown may as well be diſputed as the 
Surplice : Epiſcopal Orders may be thought a very indifle- 
rent thing : and are they content enough with the Rank of 
Biſhops themſelves ? The whole Form of Prayers has its 
Favlts: and how many are there for no Form at all? So 
that it is evident thoſe things are ra: her ask'd to begin, and 
break ground for further Approaches : there are neither 
better Reaſons, nor is there more Contrariety agaiaſt them, 
than againſt the other parts of our Conſtitntion - Only 
thefe three Circumſtantials are moſt viſible, the one upon 
the Miniſter, and the other at either of the Sacraments ; 
and ſo may be ſignal enough for a Diſleatiog Triumph, 
a preſent Eafe to their Scruples, which they will pleaſe to 

accepr, in earneſt of what is to follow. 
Were there any juſt reaſon for the Scruple of the mean- 
eſt perſon, or inconſiderableſt numbcr, God forbid but 
'the Chnrch ſhould give redreſs. And could it have been 
preſumd that the Schiſm would be heal'd by the removing 
'of thoſe three Ceremonies, however innocent and edifying, 
they would no doubt have been remitted long ago. But 
the Governours of the Church know well what the Spirit 
znd Gerivs of the Diſſent is; and to what itdrives; upon 
-what Cauſes it is founded, and the medley of the Per- 
"ſons that ere ingag'd init z How {mall a part the Sincere- 
I; Scrrpulous make, and how the Harmleſs are in thehan4s 
- bf the Crafty, and the Weak manag'd by the Sturdy : that 
" the prevailing governing Party are not to be ſatisfied with 
"a Ceremony or two, but with more ſubſtantial Things ; 
Nay that Religion it ſelf is but a Circumſtance to their 
other © Defizhs.- This our Superiours know ; who want 
F not 
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Not the Charity or | Tondeſcention that any Reconciler 
would” recommend ; but zre oblig'd in all holy Pruderce, 
and rheir Dury co the Church, to rake in more corſiderations, 
than percharce a Private Writer may Comprehend. They 
are to be as ianocent as Doves, but as Wiſe as the Serpents 
. themſelves. Bar this is beyord the deſign of this Paragraph, 
the Scope of which is only this. That if things are bur 
1ndifferently well, to change is alway extreme inconveni- 
ent, but then moſt eſpecially when there will be no probable 
StoN : That the Papiits wit be as weii pleas'd with ſuch al- 
terations as the Diſſenter; and neithcr fully ſacisſy'd but 
with our total Abolition. 

So is a Change, tho? in things perfectly Indifterent, no 
Indiflerent thing. Bur ll things call'd Indifferent ace not 
of equal Indiflerence ; and particularly the change, this 
Maxime, we are ſp:raking of, would pe21ſwadz, which the 
Diſlenters endeavour, and our Popiſh Adverſaries wiſh, 
1s ſtill for the worſe. The one pretends to ſce Popery in 
our Government and Rituals: the other with grief ſees an- 
cient Order, and approv'd Decency retain'd ; and the 
Primitive Church reſto:*d : They are ſenfible with what dif 
sdvantage they encounter us z that here is no Novelty to 
reproach ; and that the Truly C:tiiolics Church is of 
our fide. They have a Church in their fight, as it were 
one of the firſt Apes reviv'd ; upbraiding them by its Pre: 
ſence, and diſcovering the Counterfeit by the Compariſon. 
To diſorder and confound this, is the Folly o: the one Par- 
ty, and the intereſt of the other : to drive us off from the 
Ground, on which we ſtand with ſo much advaniage; to 
take away from her all Order and Beauty ; and to trip her 
of all the Marks of Antiquity, and Badges of Catiolick 
Agrcement. So ſhall we be that which the Encmi:s of oup * 
Church deſire ; their Scorn and Mockery firſt, and after- 
wards their eafie Prey: While having oureyes only upon Rome, 
and running ſtil] backwards from her, we fail into the Snare 
that ſhe has laid behind us. 

It were to be wilh'd, that thoſe whoare ſo jealous of our 
Symbolizing with Rome in. Indifterent things, would be as 
Cantiovs in joyning with her in her pernictous _—_— 
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and Conſpiring to the Ruine of rhe-Reformation, If they 


will take their Meaſures in Oppoſition to Popery ; let them 
then cloſe with that Church that is moſt hated by the 
Pope ; and come ia and help to defend that place, againſt 
which he bends his greateſt Force. And let them take care, 
leſt, if they know Popery ſo little now, as to accule us of 
itz they aſſiſt not that Religion ſo long and fo effeQually, 
till they bring it in indeed, and learn what it is bya Dear 
Experiment, 
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